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Giving kids in need the chance to read

www.pageahead.org
(left to right) Jacki Crowther, Page Ahead Books for Kids Manager, RIF board members Margaret 
McNamara Pastor and Lynda Johnson Robb (daughter of Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson) and 
Dale Rainville from The Boeing Company.

We are pleased to announce that Page Ahead has been honored 
by Reading Is Fundamental as a recipient of the 2008 Program 
Excellence Honor Award. This award recognizes Page Ahead’s 
longstanding partnership with The Boeing Company. Thank you to 
all our friends at The Boeing Company!

Page Ahead Receives National Award
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Proud Page Ahead Sponsor & Literacy Advocate:

Page Ahead is a nonpro�t organization that 
advances literacy and strengthens 
communities by promoting reading 
activities and providing new books to 
children at risk of academic failure and 
their families.

1130 NW 85th Street
Seattle, WA  98117
(206) 461-0123
www.pageahead.org

Executive Director Susan Dibble
Design brent ponton graphic design
Layout Roni Markowitz
Printing Print Solutions & Consulting

Photos property of Page Ahead.

© 2008 Page Ahead. All rights reserved.

Ballard & Queen Anne
Julia’s on Queen Anne
McMenamins Queen Anne
Smokin’ Pete’s BBQ
Ten Mercer

Capitol Hill & 
     Madison Park
Bing’s Bar & Grill 
Hopvine Pub
Julia’s on Broadway
Table 219 

Columbia City
Geraldine’s Counter
Kallaloo
la medusa
Lottie’s Lounge 
Tutta Bella Neapolitan 

Pizzeria
Verve Wine Bar & Cellar 

Downtown Seattle
Cafe Amore
Macrina Bakery 
Purple Café & Wine Bar
Tutta Bella Neapolitan

Pizzeria

East King County
Julia’s in Issaquah 
McDonald’s

 – Bellevue Square
Purple Café & Wine Bar 

– Kirkland
Purple Café & Wine Bar 

– Woodinville

Greenwood & 
     Phinney Ridge 
Carmelita
Gaspare Ristorante & Bar
Mae’s Phinney Ridge Cafe

The Tale of Despereaux

A book review by Madeleine Siniscalchi
age 9, John Stanford International School

The Tale of Despereaux is a well recommended book! I recommend this book, 
because of its suspense, confusion, and scariness, you never know what’s going 
to happen, will Despereaux die? The times go in odd directions too, first in the 
future then in the past! The author is a really good writer, (Kate DiCamillo) she 
also wrote Because Of Winn Dixie, which is a well loved book.

I recommend this book for children of age 8, 9 and maybe 10, because there 
are some complex words that may not (or at all) make sense to most three year 
olds (unless she or he is a genius). My favorite part is when Despereaux is in the 
dungeons. I feel sorry for Despereaux when his own father beats the drum for 
him to go into the dungeons. I hope you read this book and have as much fun 
as I did!

Dish Up Literacy 2008

Kent
Duke’s Chowder House

Wallingford
Julia’s of Wallingford 
Rusty Pelican Cafe 
Tutta Bella Neapolitan 

Pizzeria

Wedgwood
Casa D’Italia
Fiddler’s Inn 

West Seattle
Angelina’s Trattoria 
Talarico’s Pizzeria

Order that extra dessert you’ve been eyeing! By eating at a participating restaurant on 
Thursday, September 18, you, your family, and your friends can make it possible for deserving 
kids to own new books.  At least 20% of your meal will benefit Page Ahead, so indulge 
yourself – all in the name of children’s literacy!

book review

Lewis County
Boccata Deli Market 
The Shire Bar & Bistro 

Pierce County
Duke’s Chowder House
Galanga Thai Cuisine 

Snohomish County
McMenamins Mill Creek

Spokane County
Azteca - Northpointe
Azteca - Spokane Valley

Thurston County
The Place Family Restaurant

Visit DishUpLiteracy.org for an 
up-to-date list of participating 
restaurants and meals.

Participants to date:
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Credit unions and banks around Spokane and Spokane 
Valley participated in the annual March Banking For 
Books Drive. This book drive campaign brings together 
banks, credit unions, their patrons, and community 
members to support children’s literacy. This year, 
Banking For Books collected a total of 813 brand new 
books.  This greatly contributes to the inventory of Page 
Ahead and supports the children of Spokane. 

As with most events, it’s more fun with a little friendly 
competition!  Page Ahead, with the help of Albertsons
and The Shop threw a celebration party for the branch 
that collected the most books.  It was a close call, but 
the honors went to Spokane Federal Credit Union.  

Krista Felker from SFCU commented, “Our staff gets 
excited for the book drive every year.  We get a friendly 
competition going internally and know that the end 
result is really helping our community.”

This was also the first year that Washington Trust Bank 
was involved. “The cause itself is enjoyable for me 
because I know WTB is giving back to the community!” 
said Natalie Barrett from Washington Trust Bank. 
Growing this drive and expanding our reach with 
partners helps us to increase our ability to serve those 
in need.  Page Ahead thanks all the credit unions and 
banks that were involved, and we look forward to 
another successful book drive in 2009!

VISTA Stories
across Washington

With the new school year right around the corner, Page Ahead is so 
fortunate to have a great variety of thousands of new books to start 
giving to our Washington kids in need.  Thank you for book drives 
and your creative fundraisers to make sure we can continue to help 
inspire a love fore reading.

Page Ahead is thrilled to have collaborated with Washington’s 
independent bookstores, in the inaugural statewide book drive to 
celebrate National Children’s Book Week.  From Adelaide’s Books
in Ocean Park to Children’s Corner Books in Spokane, stores 
across the state collected new books for hundreds of children to 
keep.  Additionally, we appreciate children’s author Bonny Becker
who helped us celebrate the week by reading her books at Edmonds 
Bookshop.  We’re thankful to these bookstores and their patrons 
for their generosity, and look forward to next year’s celebration in 
May: Elliott Bay Book Company (Seattle), Fremont Place Books
(Seattle), Page 2 Books (Burien), Santoro’s Books (Seattle), 
Third Place Books (Lake Forest Park).

In their attempts to “Bust Illiteracy,” Bryant Elementary fifth graders 
collected more than 2,000 new books for local kids!  The students 
drew posters, gave up recess to wear sandwich boards promoting the 
drive, and organized an ice cream party for the winning class.  They 
even procured donations from their local bookstore, Ravenna Third 
Place Books.  Thank you for your stellar efforts!  And special thanks 
to Mr. Garlid, their teacher. 

Page Ahead thanks Jane Porter, local author and Pi Beta Phi alum 
(already staunch Page Ahead supporters), for selecting Page Ahead to 
benefit from her most recent book launch at the Bellevue Barnes & 
Noble.  What a “Perfect” event!

community partners

Amazon 
Annelliot Willis’ Tennis  

Tournament
Birthday party book drives

Andie & Lola Schafer
Dale Estey
Finn McKeage
George Campbell
Sarah Ellis

Emerald Downs
Gonzaga SASC & women’s

basketball fans

Matheny Chiropractic
Mercer Island Kids Corps
Mercer Island Learning Lab
Newport Presbyterian Church
Our Savior Lutheran Church
Pi Beta Phi Walk for Literacy
Pi Nu Iota Literacy Laps
Perkins Coie
Puget Sound Business Journal 
Spokane Chiefs Hockey Club
UW iSchool Community’s  

Scrabble Tournament

In addition, we thank the following for their 
recent book drives and fundraisers: 

“I loved the book and it was magnificent!  
And I read it by myself.  I had fun.”

  – Zaria

Family Reading Tip:
Ask questions and make comments while reading with your child!  Stories give us the perfect excuse to talk about new 
issues and ideas with our children. You can make the story more personal by asking your child if s/he relates to the 
characters or whether s/he has had a similar experience. Also, when you ask questions about what will happen next, you 
are helping your child learn how to problem solve and predict.
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Mallory and Megan Schuyler of Spokane are sisters 
dedicated to creatively sharing their passion for Harry 
Potter. The Schuyler sisters are the fantastic duo responsible 
for producing and filming The Wizard Rockumentary: 
A Film About Rocking and Rowling. This documentary 
chronicles musicians from a variety of backgrounds and the 
one thing that brings them together: their love of making 
music inspired by the Harry Potter book series. Mallory and 
Megan have also pledged their support to Page Ahead. 
A percentage of sales from local viewings of the movie 
are given to Page Ahead, as well as 10% from DVD sales 
of the film. Wizard Rock isn’t just about music, it is about 
creating a community of awareness for reading and a love 
of literature. Mallory and Megan Schuyler display the kind 
of passion and dedication that inspires others. They have 
become friends, and we are incredibly thankful for their 
work in advocating literacy and supporting Page Ahead. 

Learn more about The Wizard Rockumentary or purchase 
your copy of the film at WizardRockumentary.com.

corporate pro�le

The Wells Fargo Wagon is a-comin’!

Page Ahead’s Very Own Patronus

photo credit:  Mark Best

A big thank you to our wonderful friends at Wells Fargo!  
Led by My Huynh, volunteer wrangler extraordinaire, 
dedicated volunteers from Wells Fargo branches around 
Seattle organize book drives, attend reading events, read 
with children, attend fundraising events, and generally 
just make life better for everyone! 

Wells Fargo has been a friend of Page Ahead since 2001.  In 
addition to all these employee driven volunteer activities, 
Wells Fargo recently made a corporate donation to Page 
Ahead to fund the Wells Fargo Collection, a selection 
of new children’s books that focus on the history of the 
American West. Thanks to this generous grant, children 
will soon be able to choose from entertaining books such as:  
Into the West, by James M. McPherson; The Magic Tree 
House: Ghost Town at Sundown, by Mary Pope Osborne; 
and Westward Ho! by Lucille Recht Penner.  

We applaud Wells Fargo’s commitment to our community 
and volunteerism.  These extraordinary employee 
efforts would not be possible without the support 
and encouragement of the Wells Fargo corporation.  
Westward Ho!

“Thank you for sending our school many great, free books.
Now that you have sent the books, I have more to read.” - Micah
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On July 22 Page Ahead moved to our new location in Crown Hill, 
Seattle Washington.  The new office space will provide much needed 
amenities such as parking for teachers and other program participants 
picking up books!  

Our new address is 1130 NW 85th St, Seattle, WA  98117.  The phone 
will remain the same: 206.461.0123.

Come visit us at our new space on September 10, 2008  from 4pm to 
7pm and help us warm up our new office.  No gifts please – but a new 
children’s book is always welcome!

I remember walking into the Page Ahead office on the first day 
of my seven-week summer internship, more excited than words 
can say, sensing an aroma of hard work, care, and dedication 
wafting through the air. The 
question remains: how did 
I, a teenager fresh out of 
my freshman year in high 
school, receive such a 
terrific opportunity such as 
my internship here at Page 
Ahead? My thanks goes to 
Teens in Public Service. 

TIPS, as it is called for 
short, is a rewarding and 
life-changing summer 
program that selects teen 
leaders from ages 15-19 
and places them as interns 
in charitable organizations 
throughout Seattle. Their 
goals are to engage young 
people in their community, 
therefore producing a 
generation of conscious 
leaders dedicated to 
service. Many teens apply 
to gain further awareness 
and become active in their 
community, to develop 
leadership and job skills, 
and to pursue an area of 
passion such as anything 
from homeless/human 
services, to medical care, to 
the fine arts. An internship 
from TIPS can also serve 

Page Ahead on the Move!

My name is Aarti and I’m fifteen years old,
I’m now a sophomore as you’ve maybe been told.
I have two caring parents, my mother and father,

And of course, my cheerful twelve-year-old brother.
My friends are also very important to me.

They’re supportive, fun-loving, and extremely goofy.
The high school I attend is University Prep,

I play sports there and I am also the class rep.
I love my teachers and I have plenty of friends,

My classes are fun though math class never ends.
But enough about school: summer is now here!

The excitement and joy never seems to disappear!
I like going to concerts or summer parties indeed,

Or playing outside, going on trips, and of course, I love to read.
But the highlight of summer is my time at Page Ahead!

An opportunity that will stand me in good stead!
I have a passion for books and I love to read,

It’s a skill that every child deserves and needs.
I am proud to do my part for such a wonderful cause,

And I will do my BEST, hopefully without many flaws.
I am excited to get to know all of you,

And I want to bring out some of who I am too.
I am dedicated, hardworking, and smart,
Creative, honest, a girl with a good heart!

The next seven weeks are going to be really fun,
I’m ready for anything, starting from day one.

So there’s just a brief little sampling of me,
Your new intern and new friend named Aarti.

as an actual seven to eight week job, as teens do receive a 
summer paycheck. 

I heard about TIPS through both family friends and my 
school, and with a little 
research, I immediately 
knew that this program 
was an excellent fit for the 
interests I wished to pursue, 
the skills I wanted to build, 
and the goals I hoped to 
achieve. The application 
process included a first 
stage, containing a written 
application with two 
recommendation letters, 
and a second stage, which 
was the proper interview. 
The wait for the response 
back from TIPS was a long 
and anxious one, but the 
evening that I received 
my acceptance letter 
most definitely provided 
an extremely proud and 
exciting moment in my life. 

Here I am, writing at my 
office desk about two 
weeks into my internship, 
excited to be working for 
the Page Ahead cause that 
I deeply believe in, growing 
as an individual everyday, 
and living an eye-opening, 
privileged, and wonderful 
experience thanks to TIPS.

Teens In Public Service

Aarti Chandorkar, TIPS intern 2008



aug sep
national literacy month

oct
national book month

10
Mariners/PACCAR 
book drive
Borders Book Drive
Book A Brighter Future 
Purchase a discount 
coupon at any Macy’s 
and Page Ahead will 
receive a donation!

1130 NW 85th Street
Seattle, WA 98117

in appreciation

10
Page Ahead Open House

12
Day of Caring reading 
events
18
Dish Up Literacy!
Eat at a participating 
restaurant, and at least 
20% will be donated to 
Page Ahead.  
Visit DishUpLiteracy.org to 
see the list of participants.

Volunteer appreciation 
party
Date TBA

$500 - $999
Barnes & Noble
Debra Bergthold
Marty Collins
Elsie and John Crossman
Ellen M. Dial
Brooke and Will Doyle
Virginia Fergueson
Karen Bender Haberkorn
Michele and Jim Kelly
Kenneth Kellar Foundation
Margaret Kineke
Robert and Evelyn Knetzger
Bob and Rachelle Mezistrano
Cathy Michalec and Jon Engle
Sean and Michele O’Neill
Patti and Steve Pearce

Cheryl Perazzoli
Pi Nu Iota’s Literacy Laps
Jane Porter Gaskins
Marisa Rodriguez
Safeco Insurance Companies
United Way of King County
Washington Mutual
Windermere Foundation

$1000 - $9999
American Family Insurance
Bank of America
Whittnee Chen
Meena Cheng
James and Marilyn Cook
D.V. & Ida McEachern Charitable Trust
Elaine and Brad Denslow

The following generous contributions were received between January and June 2008

Susan and Mark Dibble
Allen and Wendy Eskelin
The Gratia Ainslie Foundation
Sarah Jane Gunter
David Hensel
Tom and Carol Hogan
IBM Global
Janson Foundation
Johnston-Hanson Foundation
Kris Lambright and Tim Hevly
Gene and Nancy Leonardson
The Medtronic Foundation
Mark W. Meyer
Jay Mezistrano
Microsoft
Moccasin Lake Foundation
Qwest Foundation

Kimberley and Keith Schafer
Schiff Foundation
Scholastic, Inc.
Beryl Simpson
Brian Sims
Tulalip Tribes Charitable Fund
Woodinville Rotary Foundation
Thomas Wright

$10,000 and above
Amgen Foundation
BEA Systems
The Boeing Company
Judith and Gordon Faulkner
Seattle Super Sonics
Thomas H. Maren Foundation
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